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Dear Shark Families,

It’s hard to believe that the 2015-16 school year is already coming to an end.  Where did 

the time go?!?!  This has been an amazing year --- lots of learning has taken place, 

friendships have strengthened, and parent involvement in the building has increased. 

We have less than two weeks left, so we want to make sure that we continue to work 

hard and make good choices right up to the last bell.

Several parents have asked about summer school opportunities for their children.  

Please be sure to check out the district website at sd308.org and click on the “Summer 

School Information Now Available” link under “District News.”

Thank you to everyone for an outstanding year!  For the fifth graders who will be moving 

on to the junior high, we wish you luck and know that you will be very successful.  For 

those who will be moving away and not returning to Southbury in the fall, we hope that 

you continue to excel at your new school.  For those who will be returning to Southbury 

Elementary School in the fall, we can’t wait to see you back in August!

Everyone have a wonderful summer!  Be sure to continue reading, writing, and 

stretching your brain!

Mrs. Allen Cara Chase

Principal Assistant Principal

What’s Going on in the Month of May??

• 5/5  HSO Meeting – 6:30-8:00 in the Community Room

• 5/6  Aaron Reynolds visits Southbury

• 5/12  Mrs. Wycislak’s Retirement Party – 4:00-5:00 in the Community Room

• 5/13  Field Day

• 5/16  Field Day Rain Date

• 5/20  Last Day of School – 12:45 Dismissal
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Hello Shark Families!

The Front office is working hard on wrapping up the 2015-2016 school year and 

preparing for the 2016-17 school year.

If you owe any proofs of residency or paperwork, please send that information in.  We 

need that before we can register your student(s) for the upcoming year.

Have a wonderful and safe summer break.  See you in August!  

GOOOOOO Sharks!
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We can't believe it is already May! Fun things are happening in 

kindergarten. 

Our Egg to Chick science unit is concluding and our chicks 

hatched out the first week of May. This was so exciting! The 

students learned so much about the life cycle of a chicken and 

other oviparous animals (animals that hatch from eggs). We will 

be visiting Blackberry Farm on Tuesday, May 10th for an 

educational field trip. 

Kindergarten

As the year comes to a close, continue to read with your child and write with your child. 

End of the year expectations are 3 sentences on one topic. Don’t forget to remind your 

child to use spaces in between each word and punctuation at the end of the sentence.

Math is all around us. Don't forget to practice writing 2 digit numbers 0-20 and recognize 

numbers 0-50 (in random order). Make number stories (addition and subtraction) 

together. Ex: I had 4 carrots and I got 3 more. How many all together do I have?). Have 

fun with your child and listen to them skip count by 2's, 5's and 10's.

1st Grade
First Grade has been busy wrapping up the school year!  In 

Reading, we are currently reading The Sun and Our World In 

Space: Planets. We are continuing to focus on identifying key 

ideas with supporting details as well as asking and answering 

questions regarding the text. We have also loved researching and 

learning about the solar system! 

In Math, we just completed Chapter 10: Three Dimensional Shapes. In this chapter, we 

focused on identifying the name of the three dimensional shape, along with the number 

of faces and vertices. 

In Science, we are currently enjoying our Butterfly Unit! We received our larvae, watched 

it grow, and now they are currently in their Chrysalis’! We also just had our in-school field 

trip, Bug Fest, where we were allowed to hunt for insects, meet a Bee Keeper, and even 

learn about camouflage! 
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2nd Grade

3rd Grade

We can’t believe how quickly the year has gone by!  Second 

graders have been working so hard on many things and we have 

seen growth in many areas. 

The students have done a tremendous job in Math this year 

(from everything from coins and clocks to addition and 

subtraction!). They also are incredible scientists!  They have 

done a great job creating questions about their explorations and 

discovering new things.  

We are also so proud of the amazing authors they all have become.  They have created 

informative posters, detailed illustrations, organized essays, and creative mini books!  We 

also have seen their love of reading continue to grow.  Aaron Reynolds has really inspired 

us this year.  Please be sure to keep your child reading over the summer!  Have a great 

summer!!

Happy May Third Grade Families! Can you believe it’s already the 

end of the school year? I think we can all agree that time flies 

when you are having fun!

Our students have been working so hard preparing their 

presentations for the Third Grade Wax Museum. This is a perfect 

way to showcase all the different reading and writing skills we’ve learned 

throughout the year! 

Don’t forget to continue to read this summer. Take a trip to the library, go to the bookstore, 

or go on a reading picnic. Reading is important—especially over the summer! If you need 

any summer reading suggestions, email your child’s teacher. 

Have a wonderful, safe, and exciting summer. We have so enjoyed teaching your third 

grader this year! GO SHARKS!  
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4th Grade

5th  Grade

The 18th century will come to life as Southbury’s fourth graders 

host an American Revolution Museum this month. The museum 

featuring student projects and even students in costume is a 

culminating activity for a social studies unit on the causes, events 

and people that led to the founding of our country.

In math, the children are learning about geometry by measuring 

and drawing angles and classifying shapes. In reading and writing, 

the children are exploring and creating narrative text to analyze

characters and situations. In science, fourth graders are learning how to use hand 

lenses and microscopes, and they are discovering how many microscopic organisms 

can exist in a drop of water.

Over the summer, the students are encouraged to keep reading and practicing math 

problems. The Oswego Public Library and Anderson’s Bookshops are among the great 

resources for summer reading suggestions.

This year is quickly coming to a close.  As the 5th graders wrap-up 

the end of their elementary school career, there is much on 

which they can reflect and celebrate…some highlights would be 

Springfield, Schooled and George’s Secret Key to the Universe, 

Underground Railroad, Shark Fests, and the 5th Grade Musical. 

Having just experienced Step-Up Day and beginning to learn how 

to work combination locks, they are definitely excited for what lies 

ahead in junior high. 

This 5th grade class is an incredible group of students who has 

shown outstanding character. Their teachers have greatly enjoyed 

the year with them and wish them all great success in their futures!
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Wow! Where has the school year gone? It seems like just yesterday that all our Southbury 
Sharks were visiting the LRC for the first time! 
 
Did you know that research has shown that test scores decrease over the summer months 
when students do not participate in a summer reading program?* So, why not keep your child 
engaged in summer reading activities throughout the summer?  
 
Your child’s eagerness to learn is a great opportunity and an extraordinary responsibility that 
you get to inspire. Below are a few suggestions to help you continue to grow your child’s love of 
reading. 
 
•Get a library card 
•Visit the library on a regular basis 
•Read to/with your child daily 
•Read a variety of materials 
•Discuss what you’ve read together 
•Ask your child questions about what was read 
 
The Oswego Public Library offers several fun activities and programs free of charge to the 
public. They offer movies, concerts, story times, and an exciting reading program that allows 
your child to win prizes! Feel free to check out other programs and activities the Oswego Public 
Library has to offer at this website: http://www.oswego.lib.il.us/ 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to inspire and ignite your child’s love of books and 
reading. We hope you continue to fuel this excitement as you have already. Have a safe, fun 
and relaxing summer. Remember to: grow the brain strong, read all summer long! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Witcpalek, Southbury LRC Director 
Mrs. Gotchie, Southbury LRC Assistant 
 
*Carter, Vivian. The Effects of Summer Reading Participation on the Retention of Reading Skills. 
Illinois Libraries 70:1 (1988) pp 56-60. 
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Hello Southbury Families!  As we wind down to our last weeks of school I wanted to thank 

everyone for the warm welcome to Southbury this year.  It has been a great year and I 

have enjoyed getting to make so many new friends.  I look forward to returning and 

hearing about everyone’s summer break.

Thank you for those who reach out with health and wellness related questions and 

concerns.  Open communication between parents, guardians, and staff  is so important in 

keeping our student safe and healthy.  

I appreciate all the donations to the office including clothing, grocery bags, and ziplock 

bags these all do go a long way.  

For current 5th graders- 6th graders are required to have a 6th grade physical which 

includes Meningococcal and Tdap immunizations as well as a dental exam.

Please remember to pick up medication that were brought in by the last day of school.  

Any medication that is not picked up will be disposed of.  Please note that students 

cannot take any medication home with them.    

Nurse Kim at Churchill Elementary will be holding a medication recycling event @ 

Churchill Nurse’s Office, for those who would like to safely dispose any expired 

medications.  It is open to all District 308 families. 

Dates: June 7th 7:00 am-12:00 pm & June 8th 2:00-6:00pm. 

The dental van was here again May 3rd and 5th. Copies are being sent home with 

students who were seen by Dr. Miller. If you received a message regarding missing dental 

exams, please submit as soon as possible.  It is a state requirement for all 

Kindergarten and 2nd graders.

As always, I am available by email or phone: (630) 551-9802 or

skarantonis@sd308.org

Have a great and safe summer! 

mailto:skarantonis@sd308.org
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It’s hard to believe we’re already nearing the end of the school year here in the music 

room. During this last month, 4th graders will be wrapping up Recorder Karate. 2nd grade 

students will finish learning about music from many cultures around the world, while 3rd

grade learns about musical forms and symbols. 

Every grade level will finish out the year by reviewing all of our learned concepts through 

singing, moving, and game playing!   We’re going to have a joyful end to the school year 

here at Southbury!

All grades are kicking off May with kickball.  The 5th graders are competing in the 5th

annual kickball tournament!  The competition is really good this year.

We have the best day of the school year in May.  Field Day!!!! Field day is May 13th! If 

you want to volunteer email Coach Parr rparr@sd308.org

Have a great summer and stay active!

Southbury PE
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Any students interested in participating in a summer art program should check out the 

First and Second Grade Art Enrichment class and Disney Art (Grades 3-5) class on the 

district website. 

http://www.sd308.org/Page/8978

You can register for these classes via the link below:

https://docs.google.com/a/sd308.org/forms/d/1jh41rYmTd3g0PRqQonvY42AQILav7EUI

davQ9zYBklI/viewform

Mrs. Ayoung Chee encourages all students to keep a sketchbook this summer and 

participate in creative thinking activities or art classes. She looks forward to seeing what 

you’ve done this summer when you come back next school year!

We cannot believe it is the end of the year already, but we still have time to squeeze in a 

few more fun and educational activities.  This year the students at Southbury have been 

doing an author study of Aaron Reynolds.  We have read his books and learned about his 

background and influences.  Now it is time to meet the man himself.  On Friday, May 6th, 

Aaron Reynolds will be at Southbury to meet the children and answer any questions they 

may have.  

On May 13th, we will be holding our annual Field Day celebration.  Please check the 

weather for that day and dress your child accordingly.  The last day of school is 

Friday May 20th.  Please take note that children will dismissed at 12:45 on

this day. 

Have a super fun summer!

http://www.sd308.org/Page/8978
https://docs.google.com/a/sd308.org/forms/d/1jh41rYmTd3g0PRqQonvY42AQILav7EUIdavQ9zYBklI/viewform
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Fun in the Sun!

There are lots of exciting things to do this summer…..  Make sure you 

include some reading ‘just for the fun of it’.  We’ve been reading and 

writing every day of the school year so that shouldn’t change just 

because it’s summer time.

The long term goal is to become a life-long reader that get pleasure 

from reading, so focus on reading what your child (and you) enjoy.  

Now’s your chance to choose anything to read together, so don’t miss 

out on the opportunity to make awesome summer memories together 

by spending some quality time together reading at home, at the 

beach, in the car, or on vacation.  

The Reading Department

Allison Anderson       Stephanie Townsend         Cheri Davis

Congratulations to those of you that got caught Reading!

Colin O’Grady

Megan Griest

Rocco Villacci

Caleb Arnold

Audrey Vina

Julian Vazquez

Amber Walker
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Two Southbury Students’ Solution Showcased on Worldwide Website

Where can mathematicians around the world go to explore RICH mathematics by asking questions, 

describing observations, and sharing solutions? World renowned University of Cambridge, of course!  

Every day a worldwide community of mathematicians comes together on the web at NRICH. NRICH is a 

mathematics website based in both the University of Cambridge's Faculty of Education and the UK Centre 

for Mathematical Sciences that strives to offer challenging activities and resources that develops 

mathematical thinking and problem solving skills, to show the use of mathematics in engaging and 

meaningful contexts, and to foster a community where students and teachers collaborate and support 

each other in developing their mathematical understanding and skills and where effort and achievement 

are celebrated. Stanford University in the US has similar goals and has promoted the University of 

Cambridge’s efforts by reposting some of their problems as examples of RICH math extensions. What a 

great show of support and collaboration by higher institutions of learning! 

On the NRICH website, after a new live problem is posted for people around the world to solve, students 

are invited to submit solutions. In April, two fifth grade Southbury Elementary students, Hallie Plane and 

Moira Longid, chose to take on a newly posted NRICH geometry extension challenge called “Cut Nets” 

about the nets of various polyhedral. The University of Cambridge was inviting students around the world 

to submit solutions, as no solution had been posted yet. Hallie and Moira collaboratively used their 

visualization and number skills to observe the faces of the given nets to study the way the shapes would 

connect. They used their math language to describe the properties of the nets and the completed 3D 

shapes. Their attention to detail and clear description of their thinking process led to their explanation 

being chosen to be posted online among many sent in from around the world. Now other math students 

and educators around the world can view their effort and achievement! Hallie and Moira are wonderful 

worldwide math ambassadors for District #308.

To see their solution and to learn more about NRICH, visit https://nrich.maths.org/2315/solution.

https://nrich.maths.org/2315/solution
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ACCESS Test Score Update

The school district has not received preliminary scores yet and as a result the Parent 

Notification Letters that are normally sent home in May will not be sent home until next 

Fall.  In the Fall, all EL parents will receive both a notification of scores and program 

placement for each of their children enrolled in the EL program.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at kserio@sd308.org.

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer break, keep reading!

What a wonderful year we have had this year as we have learned about AVID!   Our AVID 

Site Team has done an outstanding job working with our 5th graders as they prepare for 

junior high.  Just last month our 3rd and 4th grade teachers were able to attend an AVID 

training session in order to prepare for the 2016-2017 school year.  

We will be using skills and strategies from AVID to work with additional grade levels next 

year.   It’s never too early to teach college and career readiness!  In June, our AVID Site 

Team will travel to Minnesota to continue our professional development.  

We will be working with AVID trainers and other schools who work with AVID.  

This will help us prepare new skills and strategies we can share with our 

students.  We are excited to see what next year will bring through this 

amazing program!   

mailto:kserio@sd308.org
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